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ILLINOIS

Catholic diocese sees financial gain
Fund shows $5.7 million net income for 2007
By CHRIS DETTRO

Concern for parishes

STAFF WRITER
chris.dettro@sj-r.com

A year can make a lot of difference financially, as the Springfield Catholic Diocese can attest.
About this time last year, the
diocese reported its general oper-

Official says diocese should
give back money. PAGE 16
ating fund had lost $2.3 million
during the fiscal year ended June
30, 2006. In the fiscal year that

Springfield Catholic Diocese finances
OPERATING FUND

ended June 30, 2007, however,
the fund showed net income of
$5.7 million.
And although an upturn in the
stock market contributed to last
year’s improvement, the market’s

Income
Expenses
Net increase (decrease)

FISCAL YEAR 2006
$7,997,624
$10,304,400
($2,306,776)

FISCAL YEAR 2007
$14,804,866
$9,765,783
$5,765,783

BALANCE SHEET (JUNE 30, 2007)

See DIOCESE on page 16

Assets: $102,005,275
Liabilities: $44,246,455
Net assets: $57,758,820

HEADLINERS
A LOOK AT PEOPLE WHO MADE THE NEWS
Rich Saal/SJ-R

The Mel-O-Cream on Laurel Street.

Mel-O-Cream pays
$5,250 in fines

Play of the week
A sprinkler pipe froze and then
burst early Feb. 11, creating a mess
and a disruption at the Capitol.
Officials think the pipe froze because an outside door in the governor’s office, for some reason, was
open. How that might have happened
is uncertain.

Mel-O-Cream Donuts has paid Sangamon County $5,250 in fines assessed
for health code violations at the Laurel
Street store, according to the Sangamon
County Department of Public Health.
The location at 217 E. Laurel St. —
one of four Mel-O-Creams in Springfield
— was dunned for an assortment of
health code infractions from August
through January. Company officials said
the problems occurred while they were
deciding whether to move production to
another location or make repairs and remain in the Laurel Street building.
When the doughnut shop was last inspected Jan. 30, all critical violations had
been corrected and only a few minor offenses remained. Those stemmed from
the room where dishes are washed. The
dish room is being renovated and will be
rechecked by restaurant inspectors
when the work is completed.
The public health department assesses fines against restaurants for critical violations and for follow-up visits.

Head scratcher
Lt. Gov. PAT
QUINN criticized
some of Gov. ROD
BLAGOJEVICH’s
previous budgetary decisions during a press conference Wednesday.
“There are a lot
of ways to get to
heaven and some
of the ways he
(Blagojevich)
picked last year
wasn’t the way to
get there,” Quinn
said.

Rochester
■ Another volunteer
firefighter steps down
Another Rochester Fire Department
volunteer has resigned, saying the board
of the Rochester Fire Protection District
mishandled a controversy that originated
with a sexual harassment charge against
another member of the department.
Gary McBride, who had been a captain, paramedic and firefighter, announced his resignation in a letter to the
fire chief and trustees that also was published in the Rochester Times newspaper last week. “I have been hoping that
the decisions of the board would be
made right, but have realized this will not
happen,” he wrote.
“Since all of this happened, there has
not been a meeting of the volunteers to
attempt to bring everyone back together,
to discuss the situation and figure out
how to move ahead,” McBride added.
According to McBride’s letter, his resignation brings the total number of resignations over the incident to seven.
McBride did not return phone calls seeking additional comment.
Firefighter Rob Young was suspended
last spring for an incident involving allegations of sexual harassment. The fire
protection board later reinstated Young
after he participated in sensitivity training
and read a letter of apology to the department.
Two former Rochester firefighters
have filed complaints with the Illinois Department of Human Rights against the
fire district. One of the firefighters also
has filed a complaint against Young. The
complaints stem from how the district
handled their initial complaints against
Young, the former firefighters said.
Dealing with the sexual harassment
allegations was complicated by the fact
that the district had no formal policies in
place regarding harassment, work environment, job descriptions and other matters, fire board president Terry Day said.
The board expects to begin reviewing
such policies in March, he said.

Decatur

Lt. Gov. Pat
Quinn
disagrees
with some of
the governor’s
budgetary
decisions.

Quote of note
Purchase this photo at www.sj-r.com/reprints
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Dana Ferry owned Dana’s Bread in downtown Springfield.

DANA FERRY

Former bakery owner focuses on raising family
By CHRIS DETTRO
STAFF WRITER
chris.dettro@sj-r.com

D

ana Ferry was among a group of independent
small-business owners who were catalysts in a
resurgence of downtown Springfield in the
1990s.
And although her Dana’s Bread was last sold commercially in 2002, Ferry still misses her downtown customers,
who she says were part of a unique community.
Today, Ferry has her hands full of more than just baking
dough.
In 2004, she became engaged to and married “a very favorite customer,” Dr. Reuben Bueno, a plastic surgeon.
She’s currently a full-time, stay-at-home mom to daughter
Audra, 10, and sons Jude, 2, and Roc, 6 months.
Ferry started baking at her home and delivering to customers’ homes in 1992. She made crusty old-world breads
and sandwich breads as well as muffins, scones, granolas
and other specialties with organic and other natural ingredients. There were no refined sugars, flours, preservatives
or pre-mixes.
“I might have been a little early with that,” she said of the
See FERRY on page 17

“We will be bogged down in rules
that (this special
committee) has
historically done
for many, many
years to the point
that nothing gets
passed and the
people of the state
of Illinois will not
Rep. Tom
have their issues
Cross warns
addressed in this
that more
session,” House
rules will
Republican
Leader Rep. TOM hinder
CROSS said
legislative
Thursday on the
progress.
House floor about
a contentious proposal to prohibit
the governor’s rulemaking authority.
“. . . Eventually this fighting is going to
have consequences.”

Numbers to know

12 to 17
That’s the age span when individuals decide whether to try methamphetamine, a highly addictive drug,
according to the just-launched Illinois
Meth Project.

Coming up
T.J. Salsman/The State Journal-Register

Ferry with her husband, Dr. Reuben Bueno, and children, from left,
Jude, Audra and Roc. In Audra’s arms is the family dog, Bella.
■ NAME AND AGE: Dana Ferry
■ THEN: Owner of Dana’s Bread, a bakery featuring organic, whole-grain baked

goods.
■ NOW: Married to Dr. Reuben Bueno and a stay-at-home mother to three children.
■ QUOTE: “Downtown has a lot of memories. My customers were very loyal, and I

Blagojevich delivers his combined State of the
State/budget address at noon
Wednesday in the
Illinois House of
Representatives
chamber.

Blagojevich

— State Capitol Bureau

enjoyed serving them.”

HUNGRY FOR HUGS

■ ADM worker out of
hospital after accident
A worker overcome by carbon monoxide at an Archer Daniels Midland plant in
Decatur was released from the hospital
last week.
He was among 16 workers who originally were taken to local hospitals following an accident late Feb. 10 that killed
two employees at ADM’s corn processing plant in Decatur.
The other 15 injured workers were
treated and released the night of the incident. Eight firefighters also were
checked at the hospital that night.
The two employees who died have
been identified as Charles Newgard, a
laboratory technician supervisor, and
Jeffrey Miller, a lab technician.
The accident is being investigated by
ADM and the U.S. Occupational Safety
and Health Administration.
In a statement last week, ADM said
the 16 employees are expected to recover.

STATE
CAPITOL
NOTEBOOK

Canine bites Chatham
police officer’s arm
By DEBRA LANDIS
CORRESPONDENT
sjr@sj-r.com

T.J. Salsman/The State Journal-Register

Jakob Benning, 6, hugs his father, Kevin, after a spaghetti dinner Sunday at
St. Aloysius Church. Organizers of the dinner fundraiser prepared more than
500 pounds of pasta and 130 gallons of sauce.

CHATHAM — The Chatham Police Department will investigate whether a dog
that attacked a Chatham police officer
should be classified as vicious, Police Chief
Roy Barnett said Sunday.
On Saturday, Officer Adam Dejaymes
shot a dog believed to be a 125-pound bullmastiff after the dog charged him, clamped
its mouth down on the officer’s arm, and
wouldn’t let go.
Dejaymes was taken to the hospital,
where he received stitches on his forearm
and was released. Authorities said Sangamon County Animal Control picked up the
dog and took it to an animal hospital.
The incident occurred shortly before 5

p.m. Saturday, when Dejaymes and another officer were dispatched to a house in the
1100 block of Juniper Street to check on
the welfare of someone there.
While Dejaymes was talking to a person
at the house, the dog “came out of the
house, grabbed the officer’s left forearm
with its mouth and clamped down,” according to a news release from the
Chatham Police Department.
“The dog began to pull at the officer’s
arm and shake his head,” the release said,
at which point Dejaymes shot it with his
service weapon.
After being struck, the dog released the
officer’s arm and went to the rear of the
residence, Barnett said.

See CANINE on page 17
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OBITUARIES
Dorothy L. Beckman
SPRINGFIELD — Dorothy L.
Beckman, 85, a resident of
Springfield for all her life, died
at 2:47 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 16,
2008, at Heritage Manor.
She was born Sept. 5, 1922,
in Springfield, the daughter of
Charles and Bessie Esslinger
Boehner. She married Harold A.
Beckman in 1969. Her parents;
son, Gary A. Hart; two brothers,
Charles Boehner and Bill
Barnard; and a sister, Gladys
Barrow, also preceded her in
death.
She was a homemaker for
her family.
Surviving are her husband,
Harold A. Beckman of
Springfield; son, Dennis (Vrai)
Hart of Thailand; two grandchildren; four great-grandchildren;
brother, George (Bobbie)
Boehner of Ashland; four sisters, Mary Alice Bray of
Palmyra, Tressie (Frank)
Ferguson of Springfield and
Bessie Boehner and Barbara
(Harvey) Anders, both of
Springfield; and many nieces
and nephews.
Visitation will be from 10 a.m.
until time of services at noon
Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2008, at
Ellinger-Kunz & Park Funeral
Home and Cremation Service,
530 N. Fifth St. The Rev. Vaughn
Beeman will officiate. Burial will
be in Oak Ridge Cemetery.
Please sign the guestbook at
www.sj-r.com/obits

Dorothy J. Belford
SPRINGFIELD — Dorothy J.
Belford, 80, of
Springfield died
at 4:05 a.m.
Sunday, Feb. 17,
2008, at St.
John’s Hospital.
Dorothy was
born on April 9,
1927, in Monmouth, the daughter of William Lloyd and
Margaret Elizabeth Robinson
Babbitt. She married Sidney E.
Belford in 1961; he preceded
her in death in 2007. She also
was preceded in death by two
children, Dee Dee Farris and
David Snoke; a sister, Elizabeth
Dodge; and her parents.
Surviving are her six children,
Ron (Carol) Belford, Cherri
(Bernie) Mennemeyer, Janet
(Jeff) Lopian, Larry (Debbie)
Belford, Don (Jann) Belford and
Janeen (Ben) Canini; 22 grandchildren; 39 great-grandchildren; two sisters, Thelma Strunk
of Tremont and Lois (“Bus”)
Dietrich; and several nieces,
nephews and cousins.
Cremation was accorded by
Butler Cremation Tribute Center.
Graveside ceremonies will be
held at noon Wednesday, Feb.
20, 2008, in Camp Butler
National Cemetery, with Jon
Morrissette officiating.
Memorial contributions may
be made to American Stroke
Association, Midwest Affiliate,
Memorial & Tributes Lockbox,
3816 Paysphere Circle, Chicago,
IL 60674.
The family of Dorothy J.
Belford is being served by KirlinEgan and Butler Funeral Home,
900 S. Sixth St.
Please visit Dorothy’s online
life story at www.butlerfuneralhomes.com to offer your condolences.
Please sign the guestbook at
www.sj-r.com/obits

Edith M. Bethard
MOUNT CLARE — Edith Mae
“Edie” Bethard, 61, of Mount
Clare died Saturday, Feb. 16,
2008, at her home.
Kravanya Funeral Home in
Benld is in charge of arrangements.

Edward B. Caldwell
SPRINGFIELD — Edward
Burdette Caldwell,
88, of Springfield, formerly of Havana,
passed away at St.

FERRY

■ From page 15
healthy approach she took with her
foods.
The next year, she operated
Dana’s Bread from Food Fantasies
on Wabash Avenue, hiring three
employees to bake while she continued her full-time job at her parents’ business, Ferry Construction.
She worked nights and weekends at
the bakery until leaving the construction company to concentrate
on baking.
By 1996, she had opened a sec-

THE STATE JOURNAL-REGISTER
■ Obituaries in The State
Journal-Register are provided by
funeral homes in accordance with
the wishes of the families of the
deceased. Basic death notices
are published without charge.
Expanded obituaries allow families to personalize their loved
one’s obituary and are generally
published as submitted with editing for accuracy and style.
Funeral homes are charged for
expanded obituaries.
Today’s notices:
BECKMAN, Dorothy L.
BELFORD, Dorothy J.
BETHARD, Edith M.
CALDWELL, Edward B.
COLLINS, Charles
CONRADY, Ross B.
FEHRING, Celina R.
GASPARICH, Agnes
MARBOLD, Benita F.
McCARTY, Katelyn A.
McGLASSON, Christopher J.
RATHBONE, Maynard E.
RIDGE, John
WILSON, Hazel L.

Ross B. Conrady
ELKHART — Ross B. Conrady,
18, of Elkhart died Saturday,
Feb. 16, 2008, in Middletown of
injuries sustained in an automobile accident.
Arrangements are pending at
Fricke-Calvert-Schrader Funeral
Home in Lincoln.

Celina R. Fehring

John’s Hospital at 6:55 a.m.
Sunday, Feb. 17, 2008.
He was born May 11, 1919, in
Industry, to Bert and Myrtle
Lowderman Caldwell. He married Freida P. Skaggs on Dec. 2,
1945, in Havana; she preceded
him in death on Feb. 27, 2002.
Mr. Caldwell is survived by
two daughters, Lela Snyder and
Linda (Hank) Keene, both of
Springfield; five grandchildren;
and four great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by
his parents, wife and a sister.
Mr. Caldwell was a former
member of Havana United
Methodist Church, Laborers
Local 231 in Pekin and the
Mason County Sheriff’s Posse.
He loved to ride horses. He
served his country in World War
II with the U.S. Army.
Funeral services will be held
at Hurley Funeral Home in
Havana at 1 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 20, 2008, with visitation
one hour prior to the services.
Burial will follow the services in
Laurel Hill Cemetery in Havana.
Memorial contributions may
be made to St. John’s Hospice.
Online memorial messages
may be left for the family at
www.hurleyfh.com.
Hurley Funeral Home in
Havana is in charge of arrangements.
Please sign the guestbook at
www.sj-r.com/obits

Charles Collins
SPRINGFIELD — Charles
“Pete” Collins,
88, of
Springfield died
at 8:30 a.m.
Saturday, Feb.
16, 2008, at
Heritage Manor
Continue Care.
He was born Dec.
13, 1919, in Bluffs. He
was raised in Bluffs
and then lived in Springfield for
most of his life. He married June
A. Tyler on Jan. 5, 1952. His parents, a brother and four sisters
preceded him in death.
Mr. Collins worked for Norfolk
& Western as a signal man,
retiring after more than 25
years of service. He was a U.S.
Army veteran, serving during
World War II. He was a member
of Eagles Aerie 437, American
Brotherhood of Railroad
Signalmen and American Legion
Post 32. He enjoyed playing
cards, working crossword puzzles and, in his younger years,
he enjoyed mushroom hunting.
Surviving are his wife, June A.
Collins of Springfield; two
daughters, Linda (husband,
Daran) Harn of Sherman and
Kathy (husband, Kevin) Vost of
Springfield; five grandchildren,
Jason Brennan, Sean (wife,
Vanessa) Brennan, Eric Vost,
Kyle Vost and Cody Harn; three
great-grandchildren, Jasmine,
Christina and Maxwell Brennan;
and several nieces and
nephews.
Visitation will be from 11 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb.

ond location at 213 S. Sixth St.,
where she began serving soups and
sandwiches as well as baked goods.
When that building was sold to
Del’s Popcorn Shop, she moved
across the street to 204 S. Sixth St.
in a joint venture with Cafe Andiamo. She also met her future husband, who lived downtown, in
2000.
“He told me his strategy was to
order the most expensive coffee
drink so I’d pay attention to him,”
Dana said. “It worked.”
She left the joint venture in 2001
and in 2002 bought a building on
Monroe Street with the intent of

20, 2008, at Staab Funeral
Home. Graveside services will
be at 1 p.m. Wednesday, Feb.
20, 2008, in Camp Butler
National Cemetery, where the
Interveterans Burial Detail of
Sangamon County will conduct
military honors.
Memorials may be made to
St. John’s Hospice.
StaabObituary.com
Please sign the guestbook at
www.sj-r.com/obits

SPRINGFIELD — Celina R.
“Sue” Fehring,
77, of
Springfield died
Sunday, Feb. 17,
2008, at
Memorial
Medical Center.
She was born
the daughter of Charles H. and
Celina Vanquelef DeCroix on
Nov. 5, 1930, in Springfield. She
married William C. Fehring in
1957; he preceded her in death
on April 17, 1995.
Mrs. Fehring was first
employed at W.T. Grant and
later at Franklin Life Insurance
Co. She was a member of St.
John’s Lutheran Church, the
Chummy Chainers Square
Dance Club and the Horizons.
She is survived by a son,
Lewis C. Fehring (wife, Allison)
of Chatham; a daughter, Sandra
Sue Houston (companion, Rick
Graves) of Chatham; and three
grandchildren, Bill and Joshua
Fehring and Amy Hinds. There
are several nieces and
nephews.
She was preceded in death
by her parents; husband,
William; five sisters, Pauline
Smith, Elizabeth Shoup,
Angeline Sanders, Louise Nevill
and Harriett Peters; and five
brothers, Mike Foley, Henry,
Charles, Paul and Peter
DeCroix.
Services are under the direction of Bisch and Son Funeral
Home, 505 E. Allen St., where
the family will meet friends
from 5 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb.
19, 2008. Services also will be
held at 10 a.m. Wednesday, Feb.
20, 2008, with the Rev. Paul
Olson officiating. Burial will follow in Oak Ridge Cemetery.
The family requests that
donations be made to St. John’s
Lutheran Church, 2477 W.
Washington St.
Please visit the online celebration of life at
www.mem.com.
Please sign the guestbook at
www.sj-r.com/obits

Agnes Gasparich
NOKOMIS — Agnes
Gasparich, 91, of Nokomis died
at 10:07 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 17,
2008, at Montgomery Nursing &
Rehab Center in Taylor Springs.
She was born July 28, 1916,
in Coalton, the daughter of Tom
Havera and Mary Soffa. She
married John Gasparich on June
18, 1942, in St. Charles, Mo.
She worked at the sheepskin
factory in Nokomis. She was a
member of Trinity Lutheran
Church in Nokomis.
Surviving are her husband,
John; two daughters, Deanna
Kettelkamp of Springfield and
Sharon (Frank) Sanders of
Ramsey; four grandchildren;
and seven great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death
by her siblings, Albert Havera,
Ed Havera, John Havera and
Mary Lehnen.
Services will be at 1 p.m.
Tuesday at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Nokomis, with Pastor
Bert Eickhoff officiating. Friends
may call from 11:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. Tuesday at the church.
Burial will be in Nokomis

putting in a restaurant/bakery and
living with Audra in the upstairs
apartment. “I did a little catering
after that, but never opened another
restaurant,” she said.
Instead, she went to work for the
Illinois Senate and began commuting to New York City to see Bueno,
who was doing a fellowship there.
“I went 18 times,” she said.
In 2004, the couple married, and
Ferry began commuting to Toronto,
where Bueno was doing another
fellowship.
The Buenos lived in Kansas City
for about nine months, but moved
back to Springfield in 2006 when

Springfield, Illinois

Cemetery.
Stiehl-Dawson Funeral Home
in Nokomis is in charge of
arrangements.
Please sign the guestbook at
www.sj-r.com/obits

Benita F. Marbold
SPRINGFIELD — Benita
Frances
Marbold, 86, of
Springfield died
at 3:10 p.m.
Saturday, Feb.
16, 2008, at
Memorial
Medical Center.
She was born March 24,
1921, in St. Louis, the daughter
of Benjamin F. and Rose Yung
Marbold. Her parents and sister,
Anita Rose, preceded her in
death.
She was a lifelong bookkeeper, working for Sangamo
Electric Co., Harold Prehn
Motors, Sangamon County
Farm Bureau and retiring in
1984 from Capital Aviation. She
was a 73-year member of Third
Presbyterian Church. She was a
great gardener and always had
a yard full of flowers. She was a
lover of animals and enjoyed
doing all kinds of needle work.
Surviving are her brothers,
Henry H. (Lola) Marbold of
Sherman and Benjamin F.
(Blanche) Marbold of Divernon;
sisters, Dorothy (Marvin)
VanDyke of Springfield and
Doris Decker of Springfield; and
several nieces, nephews and
cousins.
Visitation will be from 10 a.m.
until time of services at 11 a.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2008, at
Ellinger-Kunz & Park Funeral
Home and Cremation Service,
530 N. Fifth St. Pastor Brent
Mitchell will officiate. Burial will
be in Elmwood Cemetery in
Greenview.
In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to Third
Presbyterian Church or World
Wildlife Fund at 1250 24th St.
NW, P.O. Box 96555,
Washington, DC 20077-7789.
Please sign the guestbook at
www.sj-r.com/obits

Katelyn A. McCarty
TAYLORVILLE — Katelyn
“Katie” Ann
McCarty, 19, of
Taylorville
passed away
Saturday, Feb.
16, 2008, at
12:40 a.m. at
Abraham
Lincoln Hospital in Lincoln as a
result of a one-vehicle crash in
Middletown.
She was born Jan. 24, 1989,
in Taylorville, the daughter of
Roger Dwayne and Pameila Lea
Blough McCarty.
She graduated from
Taylorville High School in 2007
and currently was a freshman
at Springfield College in Illinois.
She worked as a nursing technician at St. John’s Hospital. Katie
was “Miss Teen Illinois
American Queen 2005.” She
belonged to Big Brothers Big
Sisters, was a Barbizon Model,
participated in the Children’s
Miracle Network, was a team
captain for Relay for Life and
was co-chair for the entertainment committee for Relay for
Life. She enjoyed spending time
with her family and especially
loved taking painting lessons
with her mother at The Studio
in Taylorville and restoring the
Roadrunner with her parents.
Surviving are her parents of
Taylorville; aunts and uncles,
Diane Decker of Franklin, Steve
Mitsdarffer of Assumption, Ben
(Rhonda) McCarty of Buffalo,
Debbie (Rick) Samson of
Taylorville, Donna (Mark)
Weaver of Effingham, Terry
McCarty of Taylorville, Alice
(Tom) Christenberry of
Litchfield; and grandparents,
Gene and Gertrude Lambin of
Taylorville, Frank and Marge
Bouth of Taylorville, Mae Jean
Wettstein of Pana and Kay
Przykopanski of Lincoln.
She was preceded in death

Bueno was asked to join the Plastic
Surgery Institute at Southern Illinois University School of Medicine.
“I loved seeing my customers
every day,” Ferry said. “I’d always
know what they wanted. Downtown
is really a community.”
Ferry says she still bakes at home
and would like to do more. “People
ask my husband a lot, ‘Is Dana
going to do something?’” she said.
“I do wonder and think about it, but
right now it seems pretty far away.”
“I love being home with my
kids.”
Chris Dettro can be reached at
788-1510.

by her grandfathers, John
McCarty and Jack Przykopanski;
uncle, Ralph Bough; and aunt,
Sheila Mitsdarffer.
Visitation will be from 4 to 7
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2008, at
First Presbyterian Church in
Taylorville. Funeral services will
be at 10 a.m. Wednesday, Feb.
20, 2008, at First Presbyterian
Church in Taylorville, with the
Rev. Joel Lohr and the Rev.
Robert Spurgin officiating. Burial
will be in Glen Haven Memorial
Gardens in Taylorville.
In lieu of flowers, memorials
in memory of Katelyn “Katie”
McCarty may be made to First
National Bank on Spresser,
Katie McCarty Educational
Fund, 600 W. Spresser,
Taylorville, IL 62568.
Shafer Funeral Home in
Taylorville is in charge of
arrangements.
Please sign the guestbook at
www.sj-r.com/obits

Christopher J.
McGlasson
MIDDLETOWN — Christopher
J. McGlasson, 19, of Middletown
died Saturday, Feb. 16, 2008, in
Middletown of injuries sustained in an automobile accident.
Arrangements are pending at
Fricke-Calvert-Schrader Funeral
Home in Lincoln.

Maynard E. Rathbone
DIVERNON — Maynard E.
“Butch”
Rathbone, 50, of
Divernon died
Friday, Feb. 15,
2008, at his
home after a
long illness.
He was born
April 12, 1957, in
Springfield, the son
of Darlene Snyder of
Twin Lakes, Wis., and William
and Donna Rathbone of
Sherman.
Mr. Rathbone served in the
U.S. Army and worked as a carpet installer for several years in
the surrounding area. He loved
the outdoors, camping and hiking, along with road trips looking for antiques and collectibles.
He is survived by his fiancee,
Valerie Drendel of
Mechanicsburg; three daughters, Emily Rathbone of
Mechanicsburg, Hannah McArty
(Matt) of Valrico, Fla., and
Isabella Rathbone at home; five
brothers, William Rathbone
(Dahlia) of Wisconsin Rapids,
Wis., Robert Rathbone (Rhonda)
of Riverton, Daniel Rathbone
(Chris) of Twin Lakes, Wayne
Rathbone (Teresa) of Athens
and Anthony Rathbone of
Sherman; three sisters, Deborah
Wisniewski of Delavan, Wis.,
Vivian Coston (Dede) of
Riverton, Brenda Robertson of
Springfield; and several nieces,
nephews, cousins, aunts and
uncles.
A memorial gathering will be
held from 5 p.m. until time of
memorial services at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2008, at
Rochester Christian Church,
with David Upchurch officiating.
A private family graveside service will be held at 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2008, in
Camp Butler National Cemetery.
Cremation rites have been
accorded by Springfield
Crematory, located at Fifth and
Carpenter streets.
Wilson Park Funeral Home in
Rochester is in charge of
arrangements.
View the obituary online at
www.wilsonparkfuneralhome.co
m.
Please sign the guestbook at
www.sj-r.com/obits

John Ridge
HAWTHORN WOODS — John
“J.R.” Ridge, 48, of Hawthorn
Woods, formerly of Greenview,
passed away Thursday, Feb. 14,
2008, at his residence.
He is survived by his wife,
Marla; two sons, Rick of State
College, Pa., and Kirk of Tucson,

CANINE

■ From page 15
Barnett said Sunday he did not know
the condition of the dog. He said police
will investigate whether the animal
should be classified as vicious.
In 2006, Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich signed into law tougher penalties
that he said at the time “make it clear
that dog owners will be held responsible for their pet’s actions, especially if
the animal has been declared vicious or
dangerous.”
State law identifies a dangerous dog
as “a dog that poses a serious threat or
has, without justification, bitten a person but does not cause serious physical
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Ariz.; three sisters, Sharon
(Jim) Millburg of
Chatham,
Shelley (Del)
Jones of Palm
Springs, Calif.,
and Lesley
(Andrew) Arnold of Auburn;
mother, Jenine Ridge of Auburn;
and several nieces and
nephews.
Mr. Ridge was born March 6,
1959, in Springfield, the son of
Phillip and Jenine Stone Ridge.
John was preceded in death by
his father in 1988. He married
Marla Jean Nares in 1994.
John attended and graduated
from Greenview High School in
1977, where he was very active
in sports, including basketball,
baseball and golf. He worked for
CUNA Mutual Group for 17
years and most recently
worked for Baxter Credit Union
for three years. John loved life
and said “Life is not worth living
without your family and
friends.” His passions in life
were the Chicago Cubs, Illini
basketball and music. His love
of music led him to meet many
musicians and he never passed
up a chance to go to a concert.
He could name any tune in one
beat.
Visitation will be held at Mott
& Henning Funeral Home,
where friends may call from 4
to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 19,
2008. Funeral services will be
held at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 20, 2008, at the Athens
Christian Church. Burial will be
in Fancy Creek Cemetery, near
Sherman.
Memorials can be made to
the Greenview Volunteer Fire
Department.
Please sign the guestbook at
www.sj-r.com/obits

Hazel L. Wilson
DIVERNON — Hazel L. Wilson,
88, of Divernon,
formerly of
Altamont,
Auburn and
Buffalo, died
Saturday, Feb.
16, 2008, at
Sunrise Manor
in Virden.
She was born Jan. 13, 1920,
in Horse Branch, Ky., the daughter of Edker and Bertha Carwile
Wilson. She married Foy Wilson
on June 29, 1935, in Lincoln; he
passed away Oct. 5, 1998. She
was preceded in death by her
parents; son, Lindell Wilson;
daughter, Alice Davis; and
brothers, Clellie Wilson, Edwin
“Red” Wilson and Myrl Wilson.
She was employed by the
Illinois Department of Revenue
prior to her retirement. She also
sold Avon, Stanley Products and
managed the Laundromat in
Buffalo. She was a member of
Buffalo Christian Church and
Town and Country Women’s
Club of Buffalo.
Surviving are a daughter,
Lucille (husband, Bill) Hundley of
Divernon; sons, Foy Dwayne
(wife, Peggy) Wilson of Auburn
and Rollin (wife, Cynthia) Wilson
of Vandalia; son-in-law, Gilbert
Davis of Springfield; 11 grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren; brother, Derald (wife,
Verla) Wilson of Girard; sister,
Edna Sargent of Rockford; sister-in-law, Ann Wilson of
Taylorville; and several nieces
and nephews.
Visitation will be from 5 to 7
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2008,
at Bramley Funeral Home in
Auburn. Services will be held at
10:30 a.m. at the funeral home
on Thursday, Feb. 21, 2008, with
the Rev. Linda Vonck officiating.
Burial will be in Auburn
Cemetery.
Memorials may be made to
the American Heart Association,
American Cancer Society or
Divernon United Methodist
Church.
Bramley Funeral Home in
Auburn is in charge of arrangements.
Please sign the guestbook at
www.sj-r.com/obits

injury.” A vicious dog, under state law,
is one that, without justification, attacks a person and “causes serious
physical injury or death or has been
found to be a dangerous dog on three
separate occasions.”
Such determinations are made by
the Illinois Department of Agriculture
or local animal control officials.
The bullmastiff, a cross between a
bulldog and mastiff and weighing between 110 and 135 pounds, was bred in
England in the 1860s to protect against
poaching on estates, according to the
American Bullmastiff Association. It
was accepted as a recognized breed of
the American Kennel Club in 1933.

Debra Landis can be reached through
the metro desk at 788-1519.

